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Monthly Meeting Minutes 

October 12, 2011 

 

Board Members present:  Lori Robinson Terry; Jeff Scarpitti; Judy Hardin; Geri Nance; Frank Erb; 

Jennifer Adair; Jocelyn Armstrong 

 

Minutes recorded by Jennifer Adair 

 

Lori Robinson called the meeting to order at 6:31.  Lori welcomed all in attendance. 

 

Approval of the September 2011 Minutes: 

Motion made by Jennifer Adair to waive the reading of the minutes, Second by Frank Erb.  Voice 

vote taken, motion passed. 

 

Motion made by Jennifer Adair to approve the September 2011 Minutes, second by Frank Erb.  

Voice vote taken, motion passed. 

 

Safety Report: 

Officer Gargaro, Neighborhood Liaison, informed the group that there have been two undercover 

operations in the neighborhood.  The burglary rate is down 30% from last month.  He reminded 

everyone to look on the 311 home page for phone numbers for city services and to make 

complaints.  He informed the group that Liaison Officers are no longer allowed to speak about 

staffing numbers of CPD, vice, or enforcement.  He also suggested that we develop standards for 

neighborhood businesses. If there are problems with area businesses, contact 311 to report code 

enforcement issues. 

 

Detective Bodell and Detective Burke also addressed the group about the recent burglary spree in 

the area.  They reported that on how the last individual was caught with the help of Blockwatch and 

explained how the police use undercover methods to secure and box in an area.  They reported that 

these individuals will normally knock on the door to see if someone is home and where no answer, 

go around back and bust through a door or window.  They told the group to be on the lookout for 

individuals who don’t belong in the neighborhood, suspicious behavior, and groups of individuals 

together.   Call in all suspicious people.   

 

They informed the group that most burglars do not want confrontation and will leave if they know 

you are there.  They are looking to hit properties between 8-3 when people are at work.  Only 5% of 

the burglars are dangerous.  The detectives also reminded people to not keep a key in the deadbolt 

because that is an easy way for burglars to enter---by breaking glass windows on or near the door 
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and reaching in to turn the key.  Burglars are looking to enter quickly and most will try this method 

or kick the door in.  Remember to keep your back doors and windows clear of brush because 

burglars are looking for covered areas to enter your home.  If your neighbors can see all sides of 

your home, your home is a less likely target.  In addition, burglars are looking for signs that you are 

not home like, extra mail in the box, newspapers on the porch, no vehicles in the driveway or porch 

lights on, for example.  At night, keep your floodlights on, or have motion detector activated lights.  

There are also devices you can buy that will alert you when someone is outside when someone trips 

a sensor.  These devices can be found at a hardware store for fewer than 30 dollars. 

 

The police also reminded us that knowing your neighbors and reporting suspicious behavior is the 

best crime prevention technique.  They also reminded us that calls into police are prioritized by 

danger.  If you call, make sure you give the appropriate detail so that your call can be prioritized 

properly so help can arrive in the appropriate time. 

 

Questions to the Police: 

● Jocelyn Armstrong asked about the teenagers walking through the neighborhood setting off 

firecrackers near Beulah and Homecroft Roads. 

The police informed everyone to call in the kids to 4545, unless there is illegal behavior in 

progress.  Make sure you give a full and accurate description. 

 

● A member asked the police about shooting someone who enters your home. 

The police said that if you are in reasonable fear for your life, you are able to shoot an 

individual who is coming into your home. You cannot shoot someone who is entering your 

vehicle—unless you are in it. 

 

● A member asked the police if anyone has been caught and if DNA has been found. 

The police said one person was caught, and released.  Any DNA would go into the DNA 

Databank for possible match and if no match, will be kept of file for future use. 

 

● A member asked how they were to be informed of criminal activity in the area. 

The police said that Blockwatch communication is very important.  People can also check 

the CPD Crime states. 

 

Jocelyn Armstrong said that the MRCA Blockwatch is trying to improve distribution and 

communications.  We are working on obtaining street captains to help spread the word to 

people on each block. 

 

● A member asked whether the same people breaking into houses is the same type of person 

breaking in to cars. 
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The police said that a car theft who knows how to punch a lock out is a professional.  It is 

difficult to find car thefts because they normally travel by vehicle and do the job quickly, in 

the dark.   

 

● Mark Hunter made the point to listen to neighborhood dogs.  If you hear barking at an odd hour 

that normally doesn’t occur, you may want to look around and call in any suspicious activity. 

 

● Vicki Johnson and Jeanette informed the police of suspicious activity they had observed.  This was 

a burglary in progress.  Suspects’ descriptions were given to police.    

 

● Lori Robinson Terry had a question about activity outside of Maize Market. 

Frank Erb called this situation in.  Perhaps selling more than just merchandise.  The store 

owner knows and allows the sale.  The police said they would check it out. 

 

 

City Reports 

City Neighborhood Liaison:  City Neighborhood Liaison Dick Graham had the following report: 

● Dick asked if the semi-truck was still in the neighborhood.  Helen reported that the truck has been 

moved.  Dick said to call him if it returns. 

 

● Dick reported that the alley behind Oakland park had been paved after complaints. 

 

● Dick reported that there has been a complaint in the 3400 block of Eisenhower as a result of a 

pony.  Jerry Aufdencamp believes the owner is a vet and has a permit for the pony.  Normally the 

miniature pony stays in the back yard. 

 

● Jerry Aufdencamp reported that there is a house on the West side of Maize road, near Carolyn, 

that has chickens.  Dick said chickens require a permit and would check on it. 

 

● Dick reported that he does not know if Maize Rd. and Norris Drive are going to be repaved.  The 

City stopped making the yearly lists.  Now the City is divided into 5 sections for repaving and 

dependent on the budget, those streets that are the “worst” will be repaved.  The final list is created 

after the budget is approved in January or February of each year.  The City is aware that we want the 

roads repaved.  Lori suggested having the residents write to the City and send in 311 requests to 

have the road repaved. 

 

● Frank Erb reported that he called in the Car Wash on Maize and Oakland Park.  There was trash 

all over the property and the gutters were falling off the building.  Frank will send Dick the photos 

he took. 
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● Vicki Johnson and Jeannette reported that couches have been dumped in the alley behind their 

houses since August 29.  They called 311.  Dick will have bulk pick-up come out. 

 

North Linden Area Commission:  Mark Hunter, Chair of the North Linden Area Commission 

reported that speeding is still an issue at Linden Elementary, even after school officials attempted to 

work with police.  He attended the meeting with City Attorney Pfeiffer about the abandon houses 

on Myrtle Ave. where the City attorney said the City wants to work with the County to get the 

homes in the land bank, instead of tying up the homes in foreclosure.  Mark shared his frustration 

that City Council has approved the purchase of Nationwide Arena and City Council’s lack of interest 

in North Linden.  He encouraged everyone to become more active in the Area Commission.  Lori 

also encouraged the group be become more active. 

 

Committee Reports 

Membership: Judy Hardin reported that she was checking with other area civic associations to 

determine a membership dues structure.  She expressed the need to encourage people to join and 

support the MRCA.  A member suggested having donations at each meeting.   

 

Lori reported that MRCA has about 200 dollars, which was collected by Jeannette Ellisor.  Lori also 

reported that we are working to become registered by the Ohio Secretary of State so the MRCA can 

open a bank account.  She also mentioned that we will be a non-profit and will have treasurer and 

budget reports in the future. 

 

Old Business 

Variance Request for 985 E. Cooke Road:  Jeff Scarpitti reported that the variance requested by 

the residents at 985 E. Cooke Road to allow for a parking lot for commercial vehicles was denied by 

the Franklin County Commissioners.  Additionally, the Commissioners requested the property be 

cleaned up in 60-90 days due to the condition. 

 

New Business 

Can Food in November:  The group was asked to bring a canned food item to the November 

meeting to support the Maize Manor food pantry.  

 

Sanctuary Cols Church:  A new church has opened in the area.  They are hosting open activities 

and meetings.  They have reached out to Lori for a meeting. 

 

Old Fuse Boxes: Helen reported that she had to have a new electrical system and fuse box placed 

in her home.  The old box, made by Federal Pacific, was out of date and a fire hazard.  She asked 

everyone at the meeting to check their boxes when they got home. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm by Motion of Jennifer Adair and Second by Jocelyn 

Armstrong. 


