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Maize Road Civic Association 
February Monthly Meeting 

 
Board Members Present:  Lori Robinson-Terry, Jeff Scarpitti, Judy Hardin, Gerri Nance, Jennifer Adair, 
Frank Erb  
Board members Absent:  Jocelyn Armstrong  
Committee Chairs Present:  Jim Trimmer, Nancy Perkins 
 
Minutes recorded by Jennifer Adair 
 
The meeting was called to Order by Lori Robinson-Terry and 6:31 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
done.  Lori requested that members of the audience who would like to speak stand at the podium with 
the microphone.  Each person will have three minutes to speak.   
 
The January minutes were presented to the Board via email.  Jeff Scarpitti motioned to Waive the 
reading of the January minutes.  Second by Jennifer Adair.  Voice vote taken.  Motion passed.  Motion to 
approve the January minutes by Frank Erb, second by Jennifer Adair.  Voice vote taken.  Motion passed. 
 
City Reports 
Neighborhood Liaison:  Dick Graham reported that the City Budget had passed and the Department of 
Transportation has money.  He has put a request in for Maize and Norris to be repaved. 
 
Helen thanked Dick for helping to take care of the semi-truck cab that was on her street. 
 
Dick checked into deer signs and to get them it requires a history of deer and evidence of accidents.  
Roads such as Norris and Carbone could be considered. 
 
Jim Trimmer thanked Dick for being so responsive when he called.  Dick asked Lori to do a tour of Beulah 
road to look for code issues.  Lori mentioned that we have our code enforcement form complete and 
wanted someone from the City to take a look at it.  Dick said to work with Maria Babb and asked for the 
form to be email from him. 
 
Vicki mentioned a need for better “no semi” signage of Reis and Oakland park.  There is a sign currently 
there, but perhaps a larger one.  The trucks drive up on the curbs and over neighbors grass.  Dick will 
check to see where more signs are needed. 
 
Frank mentioned that the no left turn sign was missing on Eisenhower.  It was speculated that a truck 
ran it over.  Graham mentioned that there should be a yield sign at Janet and Norris.  Jim suggested that 
the neighbors might trim the tree back as to improve visibility of the road.  Frank also complained of a 
large driveway turnaround at 3264 Reis.  Dick said he would check on it. 
  
Police Liaison:  Officer Mancini reported that he talked to his supervisor a training for the blockwatch on 
abandoned homes.  This will be on March 28 at St. James the Less at 6:30pm.  The City Attorney’s Office, 
Maria Babb, South Linden and all North Linden Blockwatchs are invited to attend. 
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North Linden Area Commission:  Chair Mark Hunter reported regarding the January 5, 2012 City Council 
forum regarding vacant and abandoned houses.  The City said there were not enough resources.  City 
Attorney Pfeiffer asked the neighborhoods for suggestions.  NLAC is attempting to bring County 
Treasurer Ed Leonard in to a meeting to speak on the issue of abandoned houses. Mark complemented 
City Council Member Mills for getting the capital improvements necessary to fix Fire station 16.  The 
Director of Public Safety will set up a meeting for NLAC.   
 
Mark also reported that he has received resumes for the Police Chief applicants—he understands that 
one of the applicants (not in the three) couldn’t pass an FBI background check.   
 
The next meeting of NLAC will have Corey Leftridge from the APPS Program.  The APPS Program allows 
the rec centers to remain open in order to get young adults off the streets in the nighttime hours.   The 
Linden Rec center shelter house, something the NLAC had worked with the City for years to rebuild, has 
problems with the pad.  The contractor failed to properly lay the concrete and now it is sinking. 
 
Mark reported on the possibility for Community Crime patrol for North Linden this summer.  These are 
individuals who wear uniforms, ride bicycles around the neighborhood, and are equipt with radios that 
report directly to the police dispatcher.  This is something Mark has tried to get to the neighborhood for 
four years. 
 
Mark will also invite the Coalition for Responsive Government, the group advocating to change the City 
charter to break the City into wards, an opportunity to present at a future NLAC meeting. 
 
Columbus Library—Christonna from the Northern Lights and Karl Road Branch reported that the Library 
has the forms available for senior citizen discounts for water and energy assistance programs.  They also 
have adult GED and ESL classes available.  In celebration of the Columbus 200, the Library will have a 
special program on Saturday at 3pm and birthday cake.  She also reported on the Ready to Read core 
program that is targeted to families with children younger than 5 in order to teach literacy skills.  Kids 
get a tote full of fun stuff.  Absentee ballots and election information can be found at the library, as well 
as the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance group who will be there on Fridays to help with taxes.  There 
was a question regarding off cite library services for kids.  Christonna reported that the library does have 
an off site truck that visits preschool and headstart programs.  If anyone knows of a program that wants 
the library truck to visit, contact the Library’s Youth Services area. 
 
Committee Reports 
Safety Report: Blockwatch 
Co-Chairs Jim Trimmer and Nancy Perkins reported.  Jim acknowledged all of the volunteer drivers who 
patrol the area.  The patrol looks for safety concerns and code enforcement issues.  They will also stop 
and watch situations and people.  When code enforcement is an issue, they work with Dick Graham to 
figure out if the issue has already been reported and if not, will then report to 311.  Patrol will also 
collect abandoned signage (i.e. Mattress for Sale, or We buy Homes) on the right of way.  Jim reported 
that patrol goes out each day and has been a great success.  Jim also prepares the crime stats each 
month and looks for patterns, then shifts patrol as necessary.  Contributions are appreciated for patrol 
drivers. 
 
Jim also reported that the activity at the Reis home concerning food distribution has been resolved has 
he learned the family had moved out of the neighborhood.  The Beulah home with the dog and drug 
issue continues.  Jim believes the individuals know they are being watched and are very uncomfortable.  
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These were the individuals who were letting their dogs loose to scare a child as he walked home from 
school.  Jim also reported that the area conman is still out and thinks he is moving north into Clinton 
Estates. Children’s Services has been called regarding the conman’s children.  
 
Sean reported that he witnessed a fight at the apartment next to the Maize Mart. 
 
Lori reported that Joey from the Kenmore Park block watch wrote a letter regarding supporting 
neighbors who report crime and attending court proceedings.  She read a portion aloud:  

 
Regarding my own home’s burglary, the main perpetrator goes to sentencing on 
February 24th.  As a Block Watch Group are working to support each other and those 
who have pending cases by attending court date, and making it be known that it’s 
unacceptable to do these things in OUR neighborhood.  I advise anybody with pending 
cases or trial to make it known, show up for court, and ask that others from your group 
attend as well. Crime is not something that should be taken lightly!  It does take time, 
commitment, and person development.  In the end we’re all better for it and the police 
and courts system understand its not to be tolerated. 

 
Nancy reported that she is continuing to put together the phone trees for each street.  She also reported 
that if neighbors have internet access, they can access the police scanner on line.  There are sheets at 
the back table on how to do this.  She also reported that she wants to begin the neighbor-to-neighbor 
program, where neighbors will orally report information to each other if they do not want to be part of 
the phone tree.  The blockwatch will be walking the neighborhood to talk to people about the program 
beginning March 1. 
 
Officer Mancini reminded people that to really catch a criminal when giving a police report it is best to 
not give an anonymous report, but leave your name and contact information.  That way, if you have 
information, you as the eye witnesses will be able to give the police and prosecutor information 
regarding the crime.   
 
Frank and Officer Mancini talked to the group about using landlines for 911 calls, even though you don’t 
have an active home line.  Because the ATT advanced network still connects to all of the homes, even if 
you don’t have an active line, you will still be able to dial 911 by plugging a phone into a jack in your 
home.  Further, when calling 911 from a cell phone the first they you need to say is your location.  Unlike 
calling from a landline, a cell phone does not give the police an address.  A cell phone location can be 
triangulated to give an approximate location.  Practice knowing your location. 
 
Beautification:  Jennifer reported that we have signed up for KickButt Columbus ramp clean up.  This 
event will take place on March 31 from 9-2.  Sign up is done on the kickbutt website. 
 
Communications:  Jeff reported that MRCA now has a Facebook page.  Dennis reported that the link to 
the facebook is now on the website.  Jeff also reported that MRCA now has a google voice phone 
number.  Jennifer explained the process for the phone number.  The executive board contact 
information is at the table.  
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Old business 
Abandon/Vacant/Obnoxious Homes:  Lori reported that she attended the City Council open house at 
Feddersen Rec center and talked to Council Member Zach Klein who is over code enforcement.   Lori 
also explained the new code enforcement form that MRCA developed to attempt to help neighbors to 
identify and remedy code enforcement issues prior to reporting to the City.  
 
Frank reminded people that if new graffiti is seen in the area, to contact the Columbus gang unit for 
reporting and photos.  Also, don’t forget to report potholes—which have normally been filled in 48 
hours.    
 
New Business 
Guest Speakers Discussion:  Judy reported that she is working on a list of speakers for our upcoming 
meetings.   She went over her ideas with the group and asked for help to contact people and for 
suggestions. 
 
Events:  Judy reported on various community events that MRCA could participate.  Those include the 4th 
of July Parade, NNO, Halloween, Food Drive for the Church, Christmas Party 
 
Freeway and Railroad Underpass: Jeff reported that MRCA is working with Clintonville to files grant 
applications to receive money to have a mural painted on both the freeway and railroad underpass at 
Cooke Road.  This is being done through grants given out to celebrate Columbus 200.  Christonna from 
the Library reported that the Library does offer free grant writing classes 
 
Thank you to City Council:  Lori suggested writing a letter to City Council for choosing Feddersen as its 
first location for a community meeting.  The group agreed.   
 
Vaudvillidies:  Kirk Freezburg announced that Vaudvillidies was having a sock hop and silent auction on 
Saturday.  The big show is the weekend after Easter.  They have moved into the new space at Northland 
Village.  
 
Introduction:  Jim took the opportunity to introduce and thank Rev. Brookes, Reverend of the Maize 
Manor Methodist Church.  She said a few words and welcomed everyone.   
 
Motion to Adjourn the meeting at 8:20 pm by Denise Frazier, second by Frank.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Door Prizes were then pulled from a raffle and winners selected various valentines’ prizes.  
 
 


